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This book is the seventh in a continuing series of 
reviews written by and for specialists in the field of 
drug metabolism. This volume covers six diverse 
topics in chapters of varying lengths, as detailed 
below. 
Chapter 1, on renal excretion of drugs, is fairly 
short (45 pages) and concise. The use of abbrevia- 
tions, some of which are ambiguous (e.g. PAH for 
p-aminohippurate in chapter 1 is also used for 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in chapter 6), 
leads to confusion and the paucity of reference to 
renal drug metabolism was somewhat disappoint- 
ing. Pharmacokinetics and metabolism of diuretics 
is covered in the second chapter (114 pages) in a 
comprehensive and readable manner. The third 
chapter deals with the metabolism and phar- 
macokinetics of antihyperlipidaemic agents, which 
seems particularly topical when there has been 
such a growing awareness of the adverse effects of 
a fatty diet on coronary thrombosis. This chapter 
deals with the main antihyperlipidaemic agents in 
turn, detailing their metabolism, mode of action, 
toxicity, etc. I found the fourth chapter, on 
aliphatic nitriles, to be both informative and cap- 
tivating, with clear explanations and diagrams of 
the metabolic routes involved. This chapter also 
explained the likely areas of industrial exposure, 
making the relevance of the toxicity studies plain. 
One hundred pages about benzo(a)pyrene is a 
reflection of the amount of time and effort which 
has gone into the study of this one compound since 
its isolation in 1933. This chapter details the 
historic developments in the investigation of ben- 
zo(a)pyrene, but for me it holds no fascination. 
The last, and shortest chapter, deals with the rela- 
tionship between metabolism and toxicity of 
xenobiotics in avian species. This is scarcely a 
review article, since so few studies have so far been 
done with birds, but it does provide a tantalising 
glimpse of possible future developments in this 
field. 
One criticism of this series is the manner in 
which references are handled. Referral throughout 
the text to the first author and year of publication 
breaks up the flow and interrupts the thought 
train. Also, giving only the first page number and 
no title of the papers results in a reference list of 
less value than it might have been. 
The main competitor of this series, ‘Reviews in 
Biochemical Toxicology’, has many advantages 
over ‘Progress in Drug Metabolism’, not the least 
of which being that more topics are covered per 
volume, concentrating on the more recent 
developments, where older reviews exist, which 
makes it a better buy for the individual. ‘Progress 
in Drug Metabolism’ is a useful series for library 
purchase, but its expense and the few topics 
covered by each volume put it out of most people’s 
reach. 
J.R. Dawson 
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